
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WFOR-TV QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 

OCTOBER 1, 2012 THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 

  

Attached are listings of broadcasts or broadcast segments that, in the Station’s judgment, reflect the Station’s most 

significant programming treatment of ascertained issues during the preceding three-month period.  During the 

preceding quarter, the Station also broadcast CBS Network programs such as 60 MINUTES, FACE THE 

NATION, and 48 HOURS. In addition, the Station produced and broadcast a “Community Calendar” and public 

service announcements promoting local community events and campaigns.  Also, the Station produced and 

broadcast a series of NEIGHBORS 4 NEIGHBORS segments encouraging viewers who need help and those who 

want to help to call a telephone hot line staffed twelve hours daily.  The segments of 60-seconds, 30-seconds and 

15-seconds are placed in a random rotation ranging from one week to several months, depending on the topic, need 

and response.  All of these programs are part of the Station’s plan to address issues of concern to viewers. 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE- A half-hour weekly public affairs program featuring local 

experts and public officials engaged in a discussion of current issues affecting the South Florida community. 

Broadcast dates and times as indicated in the report. 

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA: ELECTIONS 2012 LIVE SPECIALS: A special four-week edition of the Facing 

South Florida public affairs program during the month leading up to 2012 national elections. The broadcast was 

expanded to one hour and aired live. Broadcast dates and times as indicated in the report. 

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS – Specials and series reports focusing on important local issues.  These 

reports air during selected CBS4 News broadcasts.  Duration: Each part is approximately three minutes.  Broadcast 

dates and times as indicated in the report. 

 

CAMPAIGN 2012 LIVE SPECIAL- A one-hour locally-produced special broadcast live from the campus of Lynn 

University in West Palm Beach, Florida, the site of the last presidential moderated by Bob Schieffer, Host of CBS 

News Face the Nation. Broadcast date and time as indicated in the report. 
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POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT: Topics in this category include: Vice President debate; Libertarian Party 

presidential candidate; presidential debate in Florida; problems at the polls in Florida; defeat of  Florida 

Congressional incumbents; consequences of Miami Marlins trade; views on Affordable Healthcare Act; views on 

the federal “fiscal cliff”; various discussions and debates on Florida Congressional elections; analysis of President 

Obama’s stimulus program; technical and administrative problems with Florida’s voting system; Florida 

governor’s position on important issues; and presidential race.   

 

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA WITH JIM DEFEDE:  10/14, 8:30 AM. Congressman Alcee Hastings (D) and 

Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R) discussed Campaign 2012, the Vice President Debate and local 

upcoming political races. In another segment, Gary Johnson, Libertarian Party candidate, discussed his position on 

current issues during a satellite interview. In a third segment, Ted Deutch, U.S. Congressman Florida's 21st 

District, the Congressional District Lynn University is located, discussed the significance of having the presidential 

debate in his district and other Campaign 2012 issues. 11/11, 8:30 AM. Carlos Gimenez, Miami-Dade County 

Mayor discussed the problems at the polls in South Florida with long lines and delayed results. In another segment, 

Marc Caputo, Miami Herald political reporter and Jeff Garcia, the Democratic strategist, discussed the defeats of 

incumbents David Rivera, former U.S. Representative for Florida's 25th congressional district and Allen West, 

former U.S. Representative for Florida's 22nd congressional district and other Campaign 2012 results. 11/18, 8:30 

AM. Marc Sarnoff, Miami City Commissioner, discussed the decision by the owners of the Miami Marlins to trade 

some of their best baseball players in a cost-cutting move that many regard as a “Fire Sale” and how this rekindles 

the opposition that some of the members to the City Commission and many voters had in regards to the City’s 

large subsidies for the recent construction of the Marlins Ballpark. In another segment, Jim Berry, CBS4 Sports 

Anchor and John Routh, a former Marlins mascot and local baseball enthusiast, discussed the impact that the 

Miami Marlins “Fire Sale” may have on the team’s future.  12/2, 8:30 AM: Governor Rick Scott discussed his 

position on the Affordable Healthcare Act and responded to concerns about problems at the polls in many Florida 

municipalities during the national elections. In another segment, Carlos Migoya, CEO Jackson Health System 

discussed the current financial issues at South Florida’s largest public hospital and the impact that the Affordable 

Healthcare Act may have on the hospital. 12/9, 8:30 AM. Congressman Mario Diaz- Balart discussed the federal 

government budget crisis regarded at the “fiscal cliff,” President Obama’s Affordable Healthcare Act, and his 

views on how the Republican Party will attract Hispanics going forward. In another segment, Michael Grunwald, 

the New York Times bestselling author, discusses the Fiscal Cliff and what he expects will eventually happen.  

FACING SOUTH FLORIDA: ELECTIONS 2012 LIVE SPECIALS: 10/7, 8 AM. Debbie Wassermann Shultz, 

DNC Chair discussed the first Presidential debate and her race to keep her Congressional seat.  In another segment, 

Rience Priebus GOP Chair GOP Chair also discussed the debate during a pre-recorded satellite interview. In a 

third segment, Michael Grunwald, New York Times bestselling author discussed his book “The New New Deal”, 

an analysis of President Obama and the stimulus package. 10/21, 8 AM. Debbie- Wasserman Shultz, Democratic 

National Committee Chair and Al Cardenas, Committee Political Action Committee Chairman discussed the 

upcoming presidential debate in a live broadcast from Lynn University, in West Palm Beach, Florida. In another 

segment, Bob Schieffer, Host of CBS’ Face the Nation and moderator of the Lynn University presidential debate 

discussed his role and expectations as the moderator. 10/28, 8 AM. Candidates for the Florida State District 34 

seat, Maria Sachs (D) and Ellyn Bogdanoff (R) debated their views on the issues affecting their district. In another 

segment, candidates of the Florida Congressional District 22 debated Lois Frankel (D) and Adam Hasner (R) 

debated their views on the issues affecting their district. 11/4, 8 AM. Marc Caputo, Miami Herald political 

reporter; Helen Ferre, host of Issues on WPBT; and David Adams, Miami bureau chief of Reuters, discussed their 

views and expectations of the upcoming national elections. In another segment, Charlie Crist, former Florida 

governor and Congresswoman Ileana Ros- Lehtinen, debated their opposing views on the outcome of the 

presidential elections.  
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POLITICS/ GOVERNMENT: (continued) 

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SPECIAL ELECTIONS SERIES: DOES YOUR VOTE COUNT? 10/2, 11 

PM; 10/9, 11 PM; 10/16, 11 PM; 10/23, 11 PM; and 10/30, 11 PM. This five-part series of investigative reports 

revealed a number of technical problems and administrative methodologies with the State of Florida voting system 

that could put votes at risk of not being properly counted. The report also looked at a new system that is being 

tested in Florida that could provide immediate “real time” results.  CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: VP 

Debate Best Moments in TV History:  10/10, 11 PM. This report provided a historical review of past and current 

Vice Presidential debates and their impact on national elections over the years. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: BALLOT FRAUD: 10/26, 11 PM. This report focused on a local firefighter who hired his own private 

investigator to expose ballot fraud in Miami-Dade County. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: 

COMMISSIONER CONTROVERSY: 11/15, 11 PM. This report focused on the case of a South Florida woman 

who had been unsatisfactorily demanding answers from her commissioner concerning an issue in her 

neighborhood and turned to CBS4 News for help. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: GOVERNOR RICK 

SCOTT: 11/29, 6 PM. This report focused on Rick Scott, Governor of Florida and his views on the national 

elections, election reform and healthcare. CAMPAIGN 2012 LIVE SPECIAL: 10/22, 8 PM. This live special was 

focused on the 2012 Presidential election and the last debate between President Obama and GOP Candidate Mitt 

Romney held on the campus of Lynn University in West Palm Beach, Florida. The special include a series of 

reports on the preparations for the debate and on location interviews with voters, public and elected officials.  

 

ECONOMY/CONSUMER RIGHTS: Topics in this category include: traffic citation controversy; electric cars; 

paid product reviews; comparing online prices; smoke detector problems; tips for saving money; dealing with debt 

collectors; shopping scams; foreclosures; changing work environments; and how to check on charities.   

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: RED LIGHT CAMERA CONTROVERSY. 10/1, 11 PM. This report 

focused on the case of an out-of-state visitor who was issued a traffic citation by mail for running a red light on a 

rental car that he claimed he was not driving. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: ELECTRIC CAR 

SLOWDOWN. 10/8, 11 PM. This report revealed that while automobile dealers are offering deep discounts on 

electric cars many of the world’s largest car manufacturers are cutting back on production and canceling their 

electric car projects. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SELL YOUR OPINION:  11/4, 11 PM. This report 

focused on a program available online that pays consumers to review and provide feedback about selected 

products. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: ONLINE PRICES: 11/8, 5 AM. This report explained how 

consumers can benefit from the on-going price wars between online retailers, especially for large appliances and 

electronics. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SMOKE DETECTORS: 12/2, 11 PM. This report provided 

information on the efficiency of smoke detectors and reviewed other measures that should be in place to alert 

family members in case of fire. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: STRETCH YOUR PAYCHECK: 12/ 3, 5 

AM; 12/ 10, 5 AM; 12/17, 5 AM; and 12/24, 5 AM.  This series of reports focused on ways to save on every day 

goods and services. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: DEBT COLLECTORS HARASSMENT: 12/11, 5 PM. 

This report showed how to stop annoying calls from debt collectors. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: 

HOLIDAY HOAX: 12/16, 11 PM. This report looked into the case of a local couple who were victims of a 

mystery shopper scam and lost thousands of dollars as a consequence and they report provided tips on how to 

avoid hoaxes popular during the holidays. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS:  FORECLOSURE UN-

FAIRNESS: 12/18, 5 PM. This investigative report revealed that foreclosed properties are being neglected by the 

banks and these decisions are based on the zip code where the homes are located. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: JOB MAKEOVER: 12/19, 11 PM. This report looked at new trends in the workplace that will soon 

change when and how workers report to the workplace. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: CHARITY 

NAVIGATOR: 12/23, 11 PM. This report provided information on an organization that rates charities based on 

their effectiveness and helps donors decide how to make the most of their charity dollars. 
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CRIME/HUMAN RIGHTS: Topics in this category include: bank robber who confessed his crime; various 

efforts to capture fugitive criminals; tax fraud; unlicensed contractors; mixed martial arts training for police; 

problems with squatters; closing murder cold case; grave robbers; how a drug criminal escaped the  Florida electric 

chair; and problems with copper thieves.     

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: THE HONEST THIEF: 10/1, 11 PM. This report focused on a local man 

who confessed to robbing a bank in the Florida Keys many years after committing the crime. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: FUGITIVE TASK FORCE. 10/15, 11 PM. This report, in partnership with the US 

Marshals Service, provided information on one of the most wanted fugitives believed to be hiding in South Florida. 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: TAX IRS FRAUD: 10/17, 11 PM. This report revealed that there are 

thousands of local taxpayers who have not received their legitimate tax refunds due to an increasing number of 

cases of tax fraud involving criminals who falsely file and receive tax refunds belonging to unsuspecting tax 

payers. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: UNLICENSED CONTRACTOR BUST: 10/18, 11 PM. This report 

showed how undercover detectives track down unlicensed contractors working on home repairs and provided 

information on the risks homeowners are taking when hiring unlicensed contractors. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: MMA FIGHTING: 10/25, 11 PM. This report revealed that law enforcement officers are now training 

in mixed martial arts fighting techniques in order to keep up with criminals who have become very adept with 

these new techniques. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: FUGITIVE TASK FORCE: 10/29, 11 PM. This 

report, in partnerships with the US Marshals Service, focused on efforts to search for an accused killer wanted for 

killing two teens in Miami Gardens. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: FUGITIVE TASK FORCE: 10/31, 11 

PM. This report, in partnership with the US Marshals Service, profiled a female fugitive accused of running a pill 

mill in Tennessee who was later caught hiding in Hollywood, Florida. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: 

STRANGERS LIVING IN YOUR HOME – SQUATTERS: 11/7, 11 PM; 11/13, 11 PM; 11/14, 11 PM; 11/21, 11 

PM; and 11/27, 11 PM. This five-part investigative report revealed a growing trend happening around South 

Florida involving individuals who are moving into other people’s homes using fake leases or by being deceived 

into thinking they are renting a home from someone who is the rightful owner.  CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: FUGITIVE FILE:  11/12, 11 PM. This report, in partnership with the US Marshals Service, showed 

how the agency goes about their efforts to track down fugitives from the law. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: AVENTURA COLD CASE: 11/16, 5 PM. This report focused on the unresolved case of an Aventura 

man who was murdered years ago and provided a review of the evidence available to authorities as they build a 

case against their prime suspect.  CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: GRAVE ROBBERS:  11/19, 11 PM. This 

report looked into a situation that has developed at an African-American cemetery where body parts are being 

stolen from graves for what appears to be religious rituals. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: FUGITIVE 

FILE: 11/19, 11 PM. This report, in partnership with the US Marshals Service, sought the public help in tracking 

down a fugitive from the law.  CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: ESCAPING THE ELECTRIC CHAIR: 

11/20, 11 PM. This report revealed information on the criminal files on records with prosecutors in Orlando, 

Florida that led to the charges against Griselda Blanco, known as the Godmother of Cocaine. The criminal was 

accused of being behind hundreds of murders in Miami-Dade and escaped the electric chair by fleeing the country 

and going into hiding in her native Colombia. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: COPPER CRIME: 11/26, 11 

PM. This report revealed that many local plumbers are suffering serious losses in their business because thieves are 

targeting them for the copper they use in their work.  
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HEALTH/PUBLIC SAFETY: Topics in this category include: back pain relief for expectant moms; how to fix a 

quick healthy breakfast; health risks of high heels; risks of walking while texting; benefits of sex surrogates; 

texting and driving laws; drug for enhancing brain function; tattoo remedies; dancing program for physically 

disabled; children and melatonin; children and kidney stones; pet medications; health risk of mobile app; gluten; 

anesthesia; and changes in Medicare.  

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: PREGNANCY BACK PAIN: THE MCKENZIE METHOD: 10/8; 5 AM. 

This report featured a technique used by a local physician to relieve back pain in pregnant women and other people 

with chronic back problems. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: HEALTHY BREAKFAST: 10/8, 5 AM. This 

report showed how families can enjoy a healthy breakfast in spite of hectic morning schedules.CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: LASER-CATARACT SURGERY: 10/19, 11 PM. This report focused on a group of South 

Florida physicians that are performing cataract surgery using laser technology. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: HIGH HEEL DANGER:  11/1, 11 PM. This report revealed that medical studies have proven that 

women who wear high heels for a long period of time are endangering their future health. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: DISTRACTED WALKING: 11/2, 11 PM. This report showed that an increasing number 

of mobile phone users are taking serious risks when they are pre-occupied with their devices while walking. CBS4 

NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SEX SURROGATES: 11/13, 11 PM. This report focused on the work of sex 

surrogates who provide services to a variety of people including the disabled, soldiers back from war and people 

who have trouble with intimacy. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: TEXTING AND DRIVING DANGERS: 

11/15, 11 PM. This report focused on the fact that Florida is just one of six states without a ban on texting and 

driving and explored why state lawmakers are refusing to bring this issue to the debate floor. CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: VIAGRA FOR THE BRAIN: 11/21, 11 PM. This report looked at the benefits and risks of 

the prescription drug Provigil that is reportedly being used by many business executives and others in high demand 

jobs to be more focused and to last longer at work. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: TATTOOS FOR 

CANCER SURVIVORS: 11/27, 5 AM. This report focused on a local woman who offers eyebrow tattoos to 

cancer survivors who can’t grow back their eyebrows after undergoing chemotherapy.  CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: HANDICAPPED DANCERS: 11/29, 5 PM. This report profiled a group of dancers participating in a 

program for disabled persons who defy their limitations by performing.   CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: 

MELATONIN FOR KIDS: 12/3, 5 PM. This report examined the benefits and risks of administering melatonin to 

children to help them sleep. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: KIDS & KIDNEY STONES: 12/11, 5 PM. This 

report revealed that an increasing number of children are being treated for kidney stones. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE 

REPORTS: PET MEDS MISTAKES: 12/12, 11 PM. This report focused on a warning from the FDA to pet 

owners cautioning them to insure that they administer the proper prescription medications dosages and formulas to 

their pets. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: SMOKING APP: 12/21, 11 PM. This report looked into a 

controversy over a mobile app that allegedly encourages children to consider smoking cigarettes.  CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: GLUTEN FREE DIETS: 12/23, 11 PM. This report examined the growing popularity of 

gluten free diets and its benefits and drawbacks. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: NEEDLE-FREE 

DENTIST: 12/26, 11 PM. This report looked a new technology at a South Florida dental office that administers 

local anesthesia without a needle. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: MEDICARE BIDDING: 12/28, 11 PM. 

This investigative report looked at how changes in the Medicare system are beginning to affect Medicare patients 

and local small businesses that serve their needs. 
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EDUCATION/FAMILY: Topics in this category include: college online courses; using social media to adopt; 

and risky mobile games.  

 

CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: ONLINE COURSES: 10/1, 5 AM. This report explored a new trend at major 

colleges and universities that are now offering more online courses. CBS4 NEWS FEATURE REPORTS: CYBER 

ADOPTIONS: 10/ 31, 5 AM. This report revealed that couples who want to adopt a child are now using social 

media in hopes of building their family and pointed out the benefits and risks of this new approach.  CBS4 NEWS 

FEATURE REPORTS: “ADVERGAMES”; 12/10, 5 PM. This report revealed that some popular mobile games, 

known as “advergames” because they include advertising messages, may be harmful to children and can lead to 

obesity and poor academic performance. 

 

 

 


